Effect of the oral hypoglycemic agent pirogliride (McN-3495) on glycogen levels of normal and diabetic rats.
Pirogliride, a new oral hypoglycemic agent unrelated structurally or mechanistically to either the sulfonylureas or biguanides, produced a dose-dependent increase in liver but not muscle glycogen levels of fasted non-diabetic rats and produced at 100 mg/kg, p.o. a modest increase in liver but not gastrocnemius muscle glycogen of fasted streptozotocin diabetic rats. This liver glycogenic effect of pirogliride was similar to that obtained using insulin but differed from the decrease of liver glycogen levels which occurred following acute phenformin treatment.